APPLICATION FOR OHIO EPA
SECTION 401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION

Effective October 1, 1996
Revised August 1998

This application must be completed whenever a proposed activity requires an individual Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality
Certification (Section 401 certification) from Ohio EPA. A Section 401 certification from the State is required to obtain a federal
Clean Water Act Section 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps Engineers, or any other federal permits or licenses for projects that
will result in a discharge of dredged or fill material to any waters of the State. To determine whether you need to submit this
application to Ohio EPA, contact the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers District Office with jurisdiction over your project, or other federal
agencies reviewing your application for a federal permit to discharge dredged or fill material to waters of the State, or an Ohio EPA
- Section 401 Coordinator at (614) 644-2001.

The Ohio EPA Section 401 Water Quality Certification Program is authorized by Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1251) and the Ohio Revised Code Section 6111.03(P). Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Chapter 3745-32 outlines the application
process and criteria for decision by the Director of Ohio EPA. In order for Ohio EPA to issue a Section 401 certification, the project
must comply with Ohio's Water Quality Standards (OAC 3745-1) and not potentially result in an adverse long-term or short-term
impact on water quality. Included in the Water Quality Standards is the Antidegradation Rule (OAC Rule 3745-1-05), effective
October 1, 1996, revised October 1997 and May 1998. The Rule includes additional application requirements and public participation
procedures. Because there is a lowering of water quality associated with every project being reviewed for Section 401
certification, every Section 401 certification applicant must provide the information required in Part 10 (pages 3 and 4) of this
application. In addition, applications for projects that will result in discharges of dredged or fill material to wetlands must include a
wetland delineation report approved by the Corps of Engineers, a wetland assessment with a proposed assignment of wetland category
(ies), official documentation on evaluation of the wetland for threatened or endangered species, and appropriate avoidance,
minimization, and mitigation as prescribed in OAC 3745-1-50 to 3745-1-54. Ohio EPA will evaluate the applicant’s proposed wetland
sategory assignment and make the final assignment.

Information provided with the application will be used to evaluate the project for certification and is a matter of public record. If the
Director determines that the application lacks information necessary to determine whether the applicant has demonstrated the criteria
set forth in OAC Rule 3745-32-05(A) and OAC Chapter 3745-1, Ohio EPA will inform the applicant in writing of the additional
information that must be submitted. The application will not be accepted until the application is considered complete by the Section
401 Coordinator. An Ohio EPA Section 401 Coordinator will inform you in writing when your application is determined to be

complete.

Please submit the following to “Section 401 Supervisor, Ohio EPA/DSW, P.O. Box 1049, Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049:

. Four (4) sets of the completed application form, including the location of the project (preferably on a USGS quadrangle) and
8-1/2 x 11"scaled plan drawings and sections. '

. One (1) set of original scaled plan drawings and cross-sections (or good reproducible copies).

(See Application Primer for detailed instructions)

1. The federal permitting agency has determined this project: (check appropriate box and fill in blanks)

a.__X__ requires an individual 404 permit/401 certification- Public Notice # (if known)

b.____ requires a Section 401 certification to be authorized by Nationwide Permit #
¢.____requires 2 modified 404 permit/401 certification for original Public Notice #
d.____ requires a federal permit under jurisdiction identified by #

e___- réquires a modified federal permit under jurisdiction identified by #
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