Lake County GIS Department

LakeNavigator 3.0 Help – Buffer Tool
Description: This tool located in the upper right header toolbar provides users with all the attribute data for parcels and
other features within a certain distance of a given feature or multiple features. It is a more complicated alternative to
the ‘Public Notification’ tool that offers more flexibility and data.
Function:
Follow these steps to use the ‘Buffer’ tool to select parcels that are within a certain distance of another selected feature
(requires the use of the ‘Select’ tool):
1. The tools for this method are in the upper right corner of the viewer: Select, Buffer

2. First we need to select the parcel(s) you’d like to buffer. To do this, click on the ‘Select’ tool. In the tool pane
that comes up, you can click on the dropdown arrow to see different ways to select features.

Insure the ‘Select’ tool is dark green to make sure you are in selection mode and click on the map to select
features. Using any of these options you can select multiple features. You can also select multiple features that
are not connected or contiguous by holding down the ‘Shift’ key.

Selected features will be highlighted in a red-orange color. In the screenshot below, I have selected noncontiguous parcels.

3. Once the features you want to buffer are selected, click on the ‘Buffer’ tool. In the ‘Tasks’ section, choose ‘Only
return features that have a spatial relationship with features in another layer’ from the ‘Spatial filters’
dropdown.

4. Under the ‘Related Layers’ dropdown, open the ‘Parcel Related’ group and select ‘OwnerParcel’ and the check
the box next to ‘Use selected features’. Checking this box is important because otherwise it will try to buffer all
county parcels. At this point, you can also change the buffer distance. The map will show the buffer as a blueshaded polygon and will automatically change as the ‘search distance’ is changed. Once you have the settings as
you like them, click the ‘Apply’ button at the bottom of the tool pane.

5. After clicking the ‘Apply’ button, the ‘Results’ tab should open and list all the parcels within your ‘search
distance’. In addition, the parcels should be highlighted in green on the map.

6. In the ‘Results’ pane, you can click on the ellipsis icon next to the layer name to see additional options like
downloading the attribute data for selected features. Features can be exported to a CSV file and the data will
include all attribute data (acreage, values, classification, sales date, etc…) and not just mailing list information.

The CSV file, once again, will open in Microsoft EXCEL but this time will include a header row.

